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TOWN OF NASHVILLE INFORMATION GUIDE
Town of Nashville
499 South Barnes Street
P.O. Box 987
Nashville, N. C. 27856
Phone: (252) 459-4511
www.townofnashville.com

Population:  approx. 5766
Founded: 1780
Town Manager: 
Randy Lansing

Police: 
(252) 459-4545
501 S. Barnes Street
P.O. Box 987
Deputy Chief of Police:
David Boykin 

Fire: 
(252) 459-3017
501 S. Barnes Street
P.O. Box 987
(For emergencies, call 911)
Fire Chief: Chris Joyner

Planning 
and Development:
252-459-4511
499 South Barnes Street
P.O. Box 987
Director: Shawn Lucas

Harold D. Cooley Library 
(252) 459-2106
114 W. Church Street
P.O. Box 987
Director: Brian Booth
Monday through Friday
9am - 6pm
Sat. 9am-3pm

Parks & Recreation: 
(252) 459-9796
108 S. Boddie Street
P.O. Box 987
Parks & Recreation Director: 
Koy Worrell

Public Works
(252) 459-4511
Public Works Director
Brian Grice

Internet - Phone Services
CloudWyze
Brightspeed
SuddenLink

Natural Gas:
City of Rocky Mount Utilities
(252) 972-1250

Electric Service: 
Duke Energy Progress

Nashville Chamber of 
Commerce:
P.O. Box 1003
Nashville, N.C. 27856
Phone: (252) 459-4050
www.nashvillencchamber.org

NASHVILLE TOWN COUNCIL

Nashville’s town council meets the first and third Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m.
The second meeting of the month time/day will change in January 2025.

(Visit www.townofnashville.com for updates of meeting dates/times)

The public is welcome to all meetings which are held at the 
Nashville Town Council Chambers at 114 W. Church Street, Nashville.

Brenda 
Brown
Mayor

Larry 
Taylor

Kate 
Burns

Xavien 
Harrison

Bill 
Lumpp

SKINNY 
SYRUPS

SOMETHING NEW EVERYDAY!

227 W. Washington St., Nashville • M-F 10-5:30 • Sat. 10-4 • 252-459-2083

Garden Flags • Sassafras Rugs
40 oz. Tumblers • Low Country Hats

Lots of unique gifts!
Consignments • New Apparel 

Simply Southern • Jewelry
Butter� elds Candy & More!

110-A S. BARNES STREET, NASHVILLE
252-343-6534 • www.divisionarms.com

Monday (appointment only) • Tues-Fri 11am-6pm; Sat 10am-3pm

FIREARMS TRAINING  • GUNSMITHING
FIREARMS TRANSFER • RELOADING

NC CONCEALED CARRY COURSE

UPCOMING CLASSES:  OCT. 13, NOV. 10, DEC. 15

DIVISION ARMS
Veteran Owned & Operated - 01 FFL/03 SOT

Nashville, NC
LOCAL EVENTS 

LOCAL AWARDS
LOCAL NETWORKING 

& MORE!

JOIN THE CHAMBER!

Contact us today to become 
part of something great! 

www.nashvillencchamber.org 

252-459-4050

BUSINESS OF THE YEAR 
Distinguished Citizen Award

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS
Junior Achievement Award

SHOP SMALL SATURDAY
Member Socials & Events

RIBBON CUTTINGS
SHOP LOCAL CASH GIVEAWAYS

MAY  10-11, 2024Always MOTHER’S DAY WEEKEND!

Nashville, NC

Blooming Festival
Downtown 

TRICK-OR-TREAT 
STREET

OCTOBER 25, 2024

FALL
Chillin’ & Grillin’

Member - Guest Event

Children’s 
Christmas 

Celebration 
& Bicycle 
Parade

December 7, 2024

1036 E. Washington St., Nashville ~ 252-459-4783 ~ www.keyprinting.com

INK ON PAPER, PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS AND APPAREL ... SINCE 1983
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BY NANCY WEST-BRAKE
GRAPHIC STAFF WRITER

“Most towns this size aren’t growing,” 
said Randy Lansing, Nashville town man-
ager.  Nashville, however, doesn’t have that 
problem, and is having a bit of a housing 
boom.

The Cardinal Woods subdivision, 
approved for 248 homes, 
has 12 under construction.  
The Breedlove subdivision, 
approved for 45 homes, has 
seven built so far, and six 
months ago, phase two of 
Liberty Acres was approved 
to add 88 multi-family town-
houses to phase one’s 44 sin-
gle-family homes.

“It’s a good thing for 
the town of Nashville,” Lansing said. “It 
increases the tax base, which means we 
don’t have to increase the tax rate.”   Addi-
tional residents, however, mean the need for 
increased town services.

That growth is driving the need to hire 
more town staff.  Trey Sanderson, HR Direc-
tor, says a minimum needed within the next 

year will be one additional person each in 
the planning, � nance and administration 
departments along with two sanitation work-
ers.  Also needed in the near future will be 
more police of� cers and � re� ghters.

Some of the new staff needed belong in 
the town hall, but there isn’t enough room, 
so the hunt has been on for a place to build a 
new town hall. 

“We’re actively looking for a place in 
town,” Lansing said, with one spot still in the 
running several parcels immediately behind 
the current town hall, which he said could 
accommodate construction of a 10-12,000 
square foot building, but not with the room 
for council chambers;  council members cur-
rently meet in the Harold D. Cooley Library 
building for lack of room within town hall. 

Business-related new growth over the 
past couple years include: NC Fabrication, 
located in the West Nashville Commercial 
Park on Cooke Road; BuildLabs, a custom 
design+build � rm is set to build a manu-
facturing center and experience center in 
Nashville’s Business Center; a shell build-
ing constructed in partnership with Nash 
County, also set for the remaining lot in 
Nashville’s Business Center; a Kentucky 

Fried Chicken; a Dunkin Donuts; and a 
Cookout. 

Lansing said that town of� cials were 
grateful to NC Senator Lisa Barnes for 
$500,000 in state appropriation secured for 
street and sidewalk improvements, amount-
ing to repaving of 11 streets, something Lan-
sing said signi� cantly improved the safety 
and accessibility of the town’s infrastructure.

Even the town’s cemetery, Forest Hills, is 
having to expand, with plans to open another 
section this Fall.

“It’s a quaint and inviting place,” Lan-
sing said when asked to make an assess-
ment of Nashville’s appeal. “It has a slower, 
more relaxed lifestyle, and that’s something 
people like.”

Over 350 new homes approved for construction

Cardinal Woods is approved for 248 new homes in Nashville.  
Graphic photoLANSING

Housing boom calls for increased services

LOOKING FOR.....

Warm Hometown Charm �
Low Crime Rate �
Great Schools �
Fabulous Parks & Recreation �
Thriving Business Opportunities �
Dedicated Public Safety �
Reliable Public Services �

www.townofnashville.com    •252-459-4511

Town of Nashville, NC           townofnashvillenc      •NashvilleNCGovt

The Original
Town Of Nashville

Established 1780



Page 4, HOMETOWN NASHVILLE, The Nashville Graphic, September 19, 2024

M
K

T
-5

8
9

4
J
-A

-A
1

Supporting our  

hometown Nashville  

since 2007.

 

 
 

Cliff Joyner, CFP®, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

207 W Washington Street
Nashville, NC 27856
252-459-4134

edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

209 S. Barnes Street
Nashville, NC 27856

252-459-2117

southernbank.com

Library grows with town, adds new programs
Harold D. Cooley Library is “More than just Books!”

BY NANCY WEST-BRAKE
GRAPHIC STAFF WRITER

Nashville’s Harold D. Cooley Library’s 
welcoming atmosphere is apparent to 
patrons as soon as they enter: happy little 
bird noises from � nches Hansel and Gretel, 
the presence of multiple plants,  Bettas 
‘Splash’ and ‘Bubbles’, and a mouse named 
Mooska symbolize there is life in the place 
amidst the quiet stacks of books, actually not 
so quiet with the rate of new 
acquisitions.

Director Brian Booth, 
who headed up the 
Library from 2012-2016 
but returned in June of 
2023 after working with 
the homeless in Houston, 
Texas, has succeeded with 
his staff in making the 
Cooley Library a home 
away from home for many residents who 
have grown to love the Library for what it 
offers.

The Cooley Library has a staff of eight, 
including Booth and full-time Library Assis-

tants Melody Pridgen and Megan Milam.  
Their work falls into the categories of cata-
loging, programs and the circulation desk.  
Cooley Library’s collection stands at about 
20,000 items, divided into areas for Adult 
Fiction & Non-Fiction, Young Adult Fiction 
& Non-Fiction, and Children’s books.  

Popular in Adult reads right now, Booth 
said, are Agatha Christie (who is making 
a comeback), Danielle Steele, James Pat-
terson and Janet Evanovich, while A.R. 
series such as Lemony Snicket, Magic Tree 
House, Harry Potter, Goosebumps, and 
Hardy Boys are hot with younger readers.  
Young children, Booth said, enjoy “board 
books,” specially made to � t little hands, and 
easy collection picture books.   

Cooley library has a mix of hardback and 
paperback books for patrons to enjoy, with 
the biggest mix of those in the area of West-
erns.

New books are selected and arrive every 
two weeks.

“We go by current best sellers off the NY 
Times and Barnes & Noble lists,” Booth 
said, who also buys books by patron request 
and picks and chooses from the category of 

New & Noteworthy Authors.
Adding muscle to the collection is  Cooley 

Library’s membership in NC Cardinal, a 
consortium of 224 libraries across the state.

“We can share materials,” Booth said, 

“and it gives us access to about 8 million 
more books.”  Books requested through NC 
Cardinal are shipped to Rocky 

CONTINUED TO PAGE 5

LEGO Club is one of many programs offered at Harold D. Cooley Li-
brary in Nashville. Contributed photoBOOTH
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Harold D. Cooley Library hosts 
many events and presentations. 
Pictured above, a representative 
from Sylvan Heights Bird Park vis-
its, explaining migration to an au-
dience of over 100 at the library. 
Contributed photo

Premier Healthcare 
For Nash County 

& Surrounding Areas
Shandal S. 

Emanuel MD, MPH
 Wayne Tamberelli

PA-C
Haley Judd Frazier

FNP-C

SERVING ADULTS & CHILDREN
Most healthcare plans accepted 

including Medicare and Medicaid

Primary Care • Urgent Care
Labs • X-Rays • Sports Physicals • Vaccines

10 Exam Rooms • On-Site X-Ray • Basic Labs
Trauma Room • Procedure Room

Local Faces, Passionate Care

Primary Care:  Mon-Thurs 8am-5pm; Fri 8am -1pm
Urgent Care: Mon.-Thurs 8:30am - 7pm;  Fri 9am - 5pm; Sat. 8am-1pm

PRIMARY CARE 
URGENT CARE 

OF NASHVILLE STAFF

107A Nashville Drive, Nashville • 252-676-8285 • www.pcucn.com

Independently Owned & Operated

FAMILY HEALTHCARE
Continued from page 4
Mount’s Braswell Library, which sends a 
courier to the Cooley Library for delivery 
and return pickup.

Sharing the joy of books happens partly 
through monthly programs such as the 
most popular Storytime, offered every 
Thursday morning for two to five-year-
olds. Books are read most often by Sally 
Fairman, Librarian Aide, although guest 
readers from the Nashville Fire Depart-
ment, Police Department, Parks & Rec 
and even Mayor Brenda Brown have been 
known to turn the pages.  In the summer, 
attendance swells to about twenty-five 
children.

The program is being expanded in Sep-
tember with an offering of a Family Sto-
rytime, to be offered twice a month on the 
first and third Mondays at 4 pm.  Yvonne 
Thompson, Librarian Aide, will be read-
ing several stories and doing sing-alongs 
as well as offering crafts for parents to par-
ticipate in along with their children. The 
afterschool program requires parent or 
adult attendance with each child.

“People have been asking about offering 
a storytime in a different time slot,” said 
Pridgen, adding that she thought involving 
the parents along with their elementary 
school age children would be a good idea.

Another new program coming up this 
year will be involving local elementary 
schools Nashville, Red Oak and Coopers 
in hosting displays of student art works.   
Easels have been purchased with that in 
mind, Booth said, relaying that library 
staff will depend on school art teachers for 
the selection of student works, scheduled 
to be on display for about a month.

“The kids will be so excited to see their 
work displayed,” Booth said, smiling as 
he anticipated the pleasure that the experi-
ence would also bring to family members.

A final new program still in the plan-
ning stages will be the return of free lit-
eracy tutoring for adults.  Booth said he 
and his staff are working with the Twin 

Counties Literacy Council to set that up.  
Statistics on U.S. Literacy rates posted by 
World Population Review state that 21% 
of North Carolina’s population is con-
sidered “low literacy,” which Booth said 
translated to about one in three readers 
able to read at or below an eighth-grade 
level back.  The website “Data Pandas” 
lists the NC literacy rate as 86.4%. 

“Literacy can be a key to enriching 
one’s life,” Booth remarked.

The Harold D. Cooley Library, located 
at 114 W. Church Street, Nashville, is open 
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through 
Friday and Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.   
It is closed Sundays.

Home of Lisa’s FAMOUS CHICKEN SALAD

Monday-Friday ~ 7:30am-2pm  –  Sat. 10am-2pm
229 W. Washington Street, Nashville ~ 252-459-6275

Locally Owned & Operated by Lisa Hattaway

Private Parties ~ Showers ~ Birthdays
Rehearsal Dinners ~ Family Gatherings

Bride’s Luncheons ~ Wedding Receptions 
Anniversaries & MORE!

Catering~ Your Place or Ours!

CAFÉ & CATERING
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BY NANCY WEST-BRAKE
GRAPHIC STAFF WRITER

The Nashville Fire Department 
(NFD) continues to strengthen in order 
to keep up with the town’s growth, with 
December the expected move-in date 
for new Fire Station #2, the addition of 
more � remen and continued training 
and community activi-
ties.

“Last year was the 
busiest year we’ve ever 
had, and as of August 
26th, we are 51 calls 
ahead of that number 
already,” said Chris 
Joyner, Public Safety 
Director.  

Joyner said that 
while � re calls are 
down, the number of 
medical calls is up, 
with three the morning 
of the Graphic’s inter-
view for a seizure and 
two pre-existing medi-
cal conditions. 

NFD currently num-
bers two administrative 
chiefs, Joyner and Asst. Chief Jason 
Edwards, sixteen career (full-time) 
� re� ghters, eleven volunteers and four 
part-timers.  Three additional � remen 
have been granted in this year’s budget, 
Joyner said, with thirty applications 
received.

Fire� ghters have to be � t both physi-
cally and mentally, Edwards said, giving 
the example of a skills assessment; 
applicants have to wear a forty-pound 
vest while undergoing strength and agil-

ity tests, which include climbing to the 
top of a 75-foot ladder. 

Fire Station #2, under construction 
between Nashville and Oak Level, was 
� rst seen as a necessity from a study 
conducted in 2008, Joyner said.  Half of 
NFD’s current � eet and manpower will 
start rolling in to staff it in December, 
including Ladder 14, which is too large 
to � t in Fire Station #1.

“About 55% of our calls will go 
there,” Joyner said, explaining the sta-
tion’s placement relevant to the direc-
tion calls are coming from. 

Fire Station #2 will also have a large 
training room and classroom, something 
that Station #1 does not have.

Training is a frequent and varied 
affair for the NFD, the most recent 
being Trench Rescue as an annual drill 
scenario, to be followed by a “live burn” 
or purposeful � ring of a dilapidated 
structure this fall to accommodate a 
property’s owner’s desire and two staff 
attending a session at the NC Extrica-
tion School in October. A two-day drill 

is scheduled for November in Golds-
boro.

The NFD also assists with the Fire 
Recruitment Academy at Nash Commu-
nity College, with Joyner, Edwards and 
four to � ve other � re� ghters providing 
instruction and assistance with various 
classes such as Water Supply, or “how to 
catch a hydrant” and Personal Protective 
Equipment. 

The Fire Department is no stranger to 
community events, participating heav-
ily in emergency operations planning 
for May’s Blooming Festival along with 
the Nashville Police Department, Nash 
County EMS, the Nash County Fire 
Marshall’s Of� ce and EMS Dispatch.

Other community events where the 
signature red trucks can be seen are Fire 
Prevention Week at local schools the 
� rst week of October, the Downtown 
Nashville Trick or Treat Street, and the 
Christmas parade, where Santa rides 
proudly in on a � re truck. Nashville 
� remen also lend a hand – and plenty 
of spray – during the annual Summer 

Camp run by the town Parks and Rec, 
participate in sharing public information 
from the National Fire Convention each 
year, and are sponsored by local busi-
nesses through the National Fire Safety 
Council.

Begun two years ago, NFD is able to 
buy coloring books, crayons, and other 
� re-education materials to supply to 
children each year through donations to 
the National Fire Safety Council.

“Last year, we received enough sup-
plies to give materials to 350 kids,” 
Joyner said, grateful for local business’s 
support.  “This year, it looks like we’ll 
be really close to 500.”

Nashville Fire Department prepares for growth
Firestation #2 to open in December, 2024

Nashville’s Fire Station #2 is currently under construction and is an-
ticipated to open in December. Contributed photo

Training and continued educa-
tion never ceases at NFD. Fire-
� ghters are pictured scaling the 
side of a building during a training 
exercise. Contributed photo

JOYNER

EDWARDS

Mary Grace Daughtridge
Broker ~ REALTOR ~ GRI

MGD
REALTY GROUP LLC
Mary Grace Daughtridge ~ 252-908-2500 Cell

marygrace@mgdrealtygroup.com
Nashville, NC

Visit my website at  
mgdrealtygroup.com

Call Mary Grace and experience the difference.
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BY NANCY WEST-BRAKE
GRAPHIC STAFF WRITER

It’s been a year of several “firsts” for 
the Nashville Police Department, with 
the results improved staffing that keeps 
raising the bar.

An “officer in training” program 
approved by town officials with the start 
of 2024 produced its first department 
hire, Officer Blanca Gonzalez, fresh 
out of BLET in June; and two more 
officers are presently coming down the 
same pipe to be hired before the end of 
the year.  The incentive pays the young 
officers a basic salary along with school 
supplies and training gear while they are 
in Basic Law Enforcement Training; it 
was put into place to help with recruit-
ing, and is already deemed a success.  

Lt. Caleb Shockley, who heads us the 
department’s investigative division, was 
chosen to become the first NPD officer 
to attend the FBI National Academy 
at Quantico, VA. The highly competi-
tive program is “dedicated to providing 
the highest degree of law enforcement 
expertise, leadership training and infor-
mation to law enforcement executives 
around the world,” according to its web-
site.  The training is over two months, 
with Shockley’s graduation on Sept. 12.

Headed by Chris Joyner, Nashville’s 
Public Safety Director and by David 
Boykin, Deputy Chief, the NPD cur-
rently numbers 22 officers, with two 
Lieutenants: Shockley over investiga-
tions and Lt. Damon Brantley over 
patrol.  K-9 Knox, handled by Officer 
Barbour, is the newer of the depart-
ment’s two Dutch Shepherds; Renzo, 

handled by Officer Stallings, was the 
first K-9 in the department, joining the 
ranks in 2021.  There is also a grant-
funded traffic enforcement officer posi-
tion.  

The NPD has been growing, Boykin 
said, having added four to five new posi-
tions in the past four years, because of 
town growth.

“Staffing is based off call volume,” 
Boykin said. “You add houses, you add 
more calls.”

Training is another basic for the NPD, 
with officers “highly encouraged to sign 
up for any training,” Boykin said. One 
important type is Crisis Intervention 
Training (CIT), which teaches officers 
how to de-escalate tense situations with 
individuals who may be emotionally, 
intellectually, or physically compro-
mised.   Mental illness or substance 
abuse disorders can contribute to such 
scenarios, Boykin said, which can be 
dangerous for both the person affected, 
a responding officer, or anyone else 
around. 

Officers must do mandated in-service 
training in such categories as juvenile 
justice, legislative and state statute 
updates and be re-certified in firearms, 
radar, intoxilizer and taser use. 

A future training goal Boykin would 
like to see is to have officers enrolled 
to become DRE, or Drug Recognition 
Experts, trained to recognize impair-
ment in drivers under the influence of 
drugs other than, or in addition to, alco-
hol, and in identifying the category or 
categories of drugs causing the impair-
ment. 

Boykin said it’s also important to 

maintain and acquire good equipment.  
Acquired within the last couple years 
were new laptops and ‘stop sticks,’ a 
device used to safely force a driver to 
stop as quickly as possible and prevent 
potentially unsafe ‘chases.’   

Boykin said having stop sticks is one 
of several ways that NPD is proactive, 
considering that they often partner with 
surrounding law enforcement agen-
cies to apprehend criminals.   Officers 
are also equipped with patrol rifles and 
patrol cars in good condition.

“We try to maintain a newer-model 
patrol fleet and new gear to better serve 
our population,” Boykin said.  

One of NPD’s more unusual vehi-
cles is a ‘water rescue vehicle,’ which 
looks somewhat like a large tank.   It 
is designed to safely pass through high 
water up to five feet in depth and was an 
investment for the town after the flood 
of 2020.

“A significant area of Nashville is 
capable of flooding,” Boykin said. 

On the department ‘wish list’ of 
equipment is Riot Gear such as hel-
mets, shields, batons and long protec-
tive vests, which Boykin said would be 
good to have in the event that Nashville 
officers are called in by other agencies 
in any cases of civil unrest. 

Nashville officers are most often 
found, however, engaged in multiple 
community activities, one of the most 
public being their involvement with 
Special Olympics and the Law Enforce-
ment Torch Run, for which they do year-
round public awareness and fundraising 
and have been recognized at national 
and state levels.  Several NPD officers 

have run locally with other law enforce-
ment officers in a local leg of the Torch 
Run, which passes the Flame of Hope 
across the state in order to raise aware-
ness and support for Special Olympics 
athletes. 

NPD partnered with the Rocky Mount 
Police Department this past May for 
the ‘Dunkin Campaign,’ during which 
officers sold T-shirts, cups along with 
coffee, raising about $6,000; another 
campaign planned for October, ‘Cops 
On Top For Special Olympics,’  will 
involve Chick-fil-A.

Expect to see NPD officers front and 
center assisting with the Downtown 
Nashville Trick or Treat Street Octo-
ber 25, and multiple events coordinated 
by Nashville Parks and Rec and also 
involving the Nashville Fire Depart-
ment,  among them Halloween activi-
ties, Shop With A Cop, the Santa Cruise 
Through and for the first time this past 
year, Braswell Farm’s New Year’s Eve 
egg drop.

Nashville Police Dept. sees improved staffing

Nashville Police Lieutenant 
Damon Brantley and Deputy Chief 
David Boykin. Graphic photo

Nashville’s Police Department joins forces 
with other town departments to offer sum-
mer camps. Officers join the fun engaging 
in a tug-a-war competition during the event. 
Graphic photo

Nashville’s Police Department is very dedi-
cated to the NC Special Olympics. The de-
partment hosted and competed in the Torch 
Run this year which passes the Flame of 
Hope across the state.  Contributed photo

Nashville’s Police Department organizes their 
annual Shop with a Cop event every year provid-
ing gifts to local children who qualify for the pro-
gram. Contributed photo
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BY NANCY WEST-BRAKE
GRAPHIC STAFF WRITER

Nashville’s Parks and Recreation 
Department is always a hopping place, 
and its new “nest” at 200 S. Boddie 
Street is no exception between ongoing 
and new programs, there 
and elsewhere in town.

Ongoing programs 
consist of Karate and 
Line Dancing once 
a week (Karate on 
Wednesday nights with 
times determined by belt 
level and Line Dancing 
on Mondays and Tues-
days from 5:30 p.m. to 
6:30 p.m.) and pick-
leball, also once a week, still at Nash-
ville Elementary School’s gym because 
there are three courts there. The new rec 
center has one inside.

Returning this month is Tots & Tunes 
for kids aged 6 month to 5 years, with 
remaining slots available mornings from 
10-10:45, while the evening class is full. 

Taught by Meredith Davis Johnson, the 
cost for six months is $96, which works 
out to about $15 a week. 

The early childhood music education 
program includes music, singing, and 
reading.

Also returning is a free class this 
fall, the Little Explorers’ Nature Pro-
gram, for children one to � ve years old, 
consisting of crafts, games and nature-
themed play.  Taught by Ashley Hamlet, 
Asst. Parks and Rec Director, the Little 
Explorer’s Program is offered on the 
� rst Tuesday of every month from 2:30 
to 3 p.m. A family cupcake decorating 
class for children four and up is planned 
October 4, from 6 to 7 p.m. at a price-
per-child cost of $10 for residents and 
$15 for non-residents. Registration costs 
will cover six cupcakes to take home. 

‘Movie Night’ is a free family activity 
featuring movies shown on a big screen, 
to be watched outside ‘drive-in- style or 
with bring-your-own chairs. “The Love 
Bug” will be shown September 20 in 
front of the Junction Stage at 723 South 

CONTINUED TO PAGE 9

731 East Washington St • Nashville • 252-220-6515

DOWN HOME
DOWN THE STREET
• Cutting fresh beef & pork every day
• Fresh Produce • Fresh Fruit
• Full Service Deli • Fresh Salad Bar
• Freshly Baked Cakes

Locally Owned and Operated

NASHVILLE PARKS, RECREATION & CULTURAL RESOURCES

Nashville Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources offers a wide va-
riety of programs including outdoors educational activities. Pictured, 
local youth learn about beekeeping.  Contributed photo

Programs for youth and adults, events, farmers market, music and more!

WORRELL
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Youth enjoy a field trip to Sylvan Heights 
Bird Park. Contributed photo

Parks and Rec Barn Quilt Class participants show their 
finished art. Contributed photo

Nashville’s Farmers Market opens from April through October of-
fering local produce, fresh meats, a variety of hand-made goods and 
more.  Contributed photo

The Town of Nashville stage has been completed setting the venue 
for concerts during the farmers market.  Contributed photo

THE

VALENTINE
LAW FIRM

Valentine, Adams, Lewis, Bass & Webb, L.L.P.

Real Estate • Litigation • Estates, Wills & Powers of Attorney
Traffic Tickets • Personal Injury • Criminal & Domestic Cases

203 S. Barnes Street, Nashville, NC 27856
252-459-1111~ www.valentinefirm.com

252-459-9796
www.townofnashville.com

Continued from page 8

Barnes Street, while other movie, yet 
to be chosen, is planned for the Sher-
iff’s Department parking lot during 
Downtown Nashville’s Trick or Treat 
Street  event October 25.   “The Mup-
pets’ Christmas” movie is lined up for 
December 13 but the location is yet to 
be determined.

For adults, a series of local artist-led 
painting or crafts classes will be held, 
starting September 21 with a Fall Door 
Hangar Painting Class, two Barn Quilt 
Painting Classes October 10th and 11th 
and an Acrylic Adult Finger-Painting 
Class November 2nd. 

A free Hunter Education course will 
be conducted from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. Octo-
ber 1st and 3rd, incorporating firearms 
safety, ethics and responsible hunting 
techniques, tree stand safety, survival 
instruction and best practices in meat 
handling, among other class aspects.  
Participants will be required to purchase 
a North Carolina hunting license. 

Plant-lovers may enjoy a free Fall 
Tree Walk September 21 at 10 a.m. with 
a guided walk around downtown Nash-
ville to learn about and identify trees.  
Just missed was the first Community 
Plant Swap Sept. 17.

Nashville’s Farmers’ Market, con-
ducted from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. each Friday 
from mid-April to October 11, is held on 
the grounds of the Nashville Junction, 
located at 723 S. Barnes Street.  Averag-
ing 15 vendors a week out of a revolving 
pool of 30, the Farmer’s Market typically 
offers flowers, brewed coffee, baked 
goods, craft beer, jewelry and crafts in 
addition to local produce, which varies 
by the season.  Often accompanied by 
live music from local musicians, free 
music shows are now conducted at the 
adjacent Junction stage.

A special emphasis for Parks and Rec 

is environmental conservation, with a 
main target area Stoney Creek Envi-
ronmental Park, located at 455 West 
Washington Street. Past activities have 
included sessions to target and remove 
non-native invasive plants, while a 
major project currently in planning 
stages is the cleanout of stream debris 
all along Stoney Creek in conjunction 
with NCWORF (Wildlife and Outdoor 
Recreation and Foundation) with grant 
funds received from the state strap 
(Streamflow Rehabilitation Assistance 
Program) program.   An eventual goal is 
a walking trail to be put in streamside 
through town, with a potential hookup 
with other regional trails. 

Stoney Creek Environmental Park has 
a tennis court, a picnic shelter, a small 
children’s playground and covered 
amphitheater. 

The J.W. Glover Memorial Park & 
Complex, located at 734 J.W. Glover 
Memorial Park Drive, has a 9-hole disc 
golf course, a walking path, football 
field, four baseball fields, and multi-use 
soccer fields surrounded by a 0.6 mile 
running track. 
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One of Nashville’s most historic places 
may be Forest Hills Cemetery, consisting of 
28.4 acres at 350 N. 1st Street.

Bordered by N. First Street, W. Cedar 
Street and U.S. Highway 64, and with its 
newest, undeveloped section by N. Alston, 
Forest Hills has graves 
dating to the mid-1800s.

Two of its most notable 
graves belong to former 
U.S. Congressmen, Harold 
Dunbar Cooley, a native 
son who served from 1934-
1966, and Itimous Thad-
deus “Tim” Valentine Jr., 
was served in the US House 
of Representatives from 1983 to 1985.

“A lot of people come for genealogy rea-
sons,” said Chris Aycock, Nashville Facili-
ties Maintenance Director and Cemetery 
Administrator.  “People come from all over 
the US.  I’ve even had someone come from 
Germany who had family buried here.”

About 97% (5,536) of Forest Hill’s 
memorials are documented on the website 
Find a Grave, much of the work done by 
local genealogy buff Ross Strickland. 

The cemetery is divided into sections, 
with the oldest, section 1, the � nal resting 
place for graves dating from the Civil War, 
World War I and World War II.  

Aycock said only about six acres of the 
twenty-eight are left undeveloped, with a 
one-acre pond taking up part of that space.

The newest section of the cemetery, sec-
tion “L,” is in the process of being readied 
to be opened by late Fall of 2024, with many 
requests coming in for the purchase of two-
plot lots.  Currently, the only plots left for 
sale elsewhere in Forest Hills are four-plot 
lots.  

“People buying plots either live here, used 
to live here, or have family already buried 
there,” Aycock said.   While the decision 
to expand the cemetery with a new section 
due to demand was made, Aycock said the 
number of burials has actually decreased due 
to the increasing popularity of cremation as 
an option.  Many people, he said, do not bury 
cremains but scatter them.  

One grave lot in Forest Hills can accom-
modate the burial of two cremains. 

The newer sections of the cemetery only 
permit placement of � at stones, unlike the 
older, more historic parts, which have stand-
ing stones and much larger family plots up 
to 12 lots. 

Also new is the decision to allow � shing, 
subject to basic state � shing regulations, at 
the Forest Hill pond. A new sign designating 
pond usage rules is to be put up.   The pond, 
which is spring-fed, has “pan � sh” in it such 
as brim, bass and cat� sh, Aycock said. 

A future project planned for Forest Hills 
is the digitization of its records, which cur-
rently are in book form and kept in a � re-
proof location at town hall.

“We’ve been trying to do it for the past 
three years,” Aycock said, but the obstacle 
has been � nding a suitable program designed 
for cemetery records that is also affordable.

Nashville expands 
Forest Hills Cemetery

About 97 percent of graves are 
documented on Find a Grave website

An Everlasting Memory
An Everlasting Memory 

Monument Company is 
locally and family owned 
and operated by Michelle 
Viverette-Strickland.

Michelle     established 
the company in 2006.  The 
following year, she expanded 
to a larger location on 
Winstead Avenue.  Michelle 
has been in the monument 
industry since 1988.

An Everlasting Memory 
has an inside and outside 
showroom that features 
all types of markers, 
monuments, and more.

“We have many choices from which to 
choose – granite available in different colors, 
marble  or  bronze  markers,   monuments,   
ledgers, benches, vases, mausoleums and 
urns,” adds Michelle. 

Michelle states, “We are here to serve 
families in need of a lasting tribute for their 

want you to feel like you are with family in an 
environment that makes you feel like you are in 
your living room.”

Our company offers many different pay 
plans, one certain to meet every family’s need.

“By taking out the middle man and going 

Visit their website at aneverlastingmemory.net 

Michelle Viverette-Strickland

For more information, visit the store at
1036 Winstead Ave, Mon-Fri, 9:30-5pm • Mon-Fri, 9:30-5pm & Saturday by appointment.

to our monument compa-
ny, it not only saves the 
family money, but they are 
able to really personalize 
the memorial, by talking 
to professionals that have 
used all the tools to help 
with the personalization of 
the design instead of 
using standard designs.”
AEM feels blessed to be
able to donate a number 
of markers and monu-
ments each year to 
families who can not

afford to purchase a memorial.
  “The most rewarding part of owning AEM,” 
Michelle concludes, “is meeting people and 
establishing lasting relationships. My goal is 
to provide excellent service as well as 
giveback to the community.”
  AEM is honored receiving the following 
accolades from the community:
Readers Choice Award winner 2018 thru 2024
Reachers Choice Award Runner Up 2017
Best of Nash County 2023
Best monument company from 2018-2024
Best small business 2023 and 2024
Plus voted for Best customer service, 
Best place to work and Best Boss

245 W. Washington Street Store Hours
Tues-Thur 9am-3pm • Sat 9am-2pm

Friday 9am-5 pm.   
239 W. Washington Street Store Hours

Tues, Wed, Thurs, Sat 10 am - 2 pm
Friday 10am - 3 pm.

252-459-7977
NASHVILLE

AYCOCK
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GAS COMPANY, INC.
“Your Hometown Propane Company for 72 Years!”

315 W. Ridge St, Rocky Mount, NC • 252-446-6188

• Residential 
• Commercial 

• Cylinder filling
• Gas Grills  

   • Gas logs
   • Heaters

GAS COMPANY  INC

President Harry Truman’s foot-
prints are forever immortalized 
inside the Nash County Court-
house. While visiting Nashville on 
October 14, 1960 during the Har-
vest Festival, President Truman’s 
feet were placed in cement cast-
ing his footprints to forever remain 
in Nash County.  The footprints are 
displayed inside the courthouse 
and are available for public view. 

President Truman’s footprints are in the Nash County Courthouse!

Pictured in front of the Nash County Courthouse, left to right, are US 
Congressman Harold Cooley, President Harry Truman, Terry Sanford, 
and Gov. Luther H. Hodges. (Graphic � le photo - 1960)

LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS
• American Legion - Post 110 and Post 293
• Nashville BPW - 252-442-5759
• Nashville Lion’s Club (252) 459-1849
• Woodmen of the World 
• Nashville Chamber of Commerce (252) 459-4050
• Nashville Boys & Girls Club (252) 469-2355
• Nash Arts Center (252) 459-4734
• Nash County Habitat for Humanity (252) 972-1994
• Ruritans - Nash County District Information -  (252) 443-9350
• Nash County Senior Center (252) 459-7681
• My Sister’s House (252) 462-0366
• The Voice of Nashville (252) 382-8654
• Nash County Animal Friends - NCAF-Inquiry@hotmail.com
• Nash County 4-H (252) 459-9810
• Elks Lodge #1038 Birchwood  (252) 220-6302

$32
The Nashville Graphic  •  203 W. Washington St  •  Nashville, NC 27856  •  252-459-7101

ONE YEAR
Nash County

Subscribe Today!Subscribe Today!
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An overarching trend for Nashville is 
growth; not only are housing and busi-
nesses are on the rise, but the annual 
Blooming Festival each Mother’s Day 
weekend continues to � ourish.  

A hidden and under-utilized gem, 
however, also grows under tender care 
in Nashville:  the Nash County Arbo-
retum, located on the grounds of the 
Nash County Ag Center at 1006 Eastern 
Avenue.

Colby Grif� n, Horticulture Extension 
Agent for the NC Cooperative Exten-
sion, said its purpose is to “promote 
sound gardening practices and provide 
a horticultural program for the general 
public.”

Consisting of ten separate gardens, 
each with its own name and theme, the 
Arboretum boasts an impressive array 
of carefully-selected plants, whose cut-
tings and seeds provide 25% of plants 
sold each spring in the annual Master 
Gardener’s Plant Sale. 

The Master Gardeners group, which 

numbers approximately 80 skilled 
nature-lovers along with 10 Emeritus 
members, provide the backs and back-
bone of work done at the Arboretum, 
with members putting in at least 20 
hours of service there each year.

Grif� n broke down the gardens, all of 
which are free to tour, as these :  Wood-
land Garden, 4-H Garden, Rain Garden, 
Screen Garden, Pollinator Garden, 
Patriot Garden, Tranquility Garden, 
Rose Garden, Holly Garden and Terrace 
Garden.

Woodland, with a charming pathway, 
is “in the woods,” Grif� n explained 
simply, adding that it is made up of 
shade-loving plants and shrubs, all 
native. 4-H, designed in the signature 
clover shape, is planted with plants that 
stay mostly green such as hostas, ferns 
and hydrangeas. The Rain Garden has 
the ecological purpose of catching water 
and helping to prevent erosion, being 
planted in a depression.  Its plants, Grif-
� n said, all “love having wet feet.”

The Screen Garden is made up of 
plants designed to grow into living 
fences or borders, such as viburnum, 

magnolia, shrubs and bushy trees. The 
Patriot Garden, originally planned to 
grow � owers of red, white and blue, 
proved to be a bit dif� cult to maintain 
with that directive, Grif� n said; in addi-
tion to plants of those colors, the garden 
features a statue of a kneeling soldier 
along with � ags from each military 
branch. 

The asiatic-themed Tranquility 
Garden, complete with terra-cotta sam-
urai and a gong that visitors can strike, 
features plants native to Japan and 
China, while the Holly Garden, one of 
the smallest of the gardens, has different 
species of hollies.  

Perhaps the most showy gardens 
are the Terrace Gardens, with 15 culti-
vated varieties of daylilies- it peaks in 
mid-summer; the Rose Garden, with 20 
varieties of roses, whose full bloom hap-
pens in late May and early June; and the 
Pollinator Garden, a showcase of peren-
nials from the � rst of June until late 
summer designed to attract and nourish 
bees, butter� ies and other pollinators.   
Homeowners looking to help out those 
insect species can come see what � our-

ishes locally with that purpose.
A brand-new garden- the Home-

stead garden- is in the planning stage 
now, Grif� n said, with the objective of 
planting herbs and veggies traditionally 
grown in the late 1800’s or early 1900’s 
around a cabin on the grounds.  

Fall will � nd gardeners doing cleanup 
before winter and dividing plants, while 
winter is the time that greenery is har-
vested for the annual wreath-making 
fundraiser. Monthly tours start in the 
spring, while a garden workday happens 
in March to tidy up the gardens and put 
in needed mulch.   An annual pollinator 
symposium happens in the summer. 

 A new offering for 2025, Grif� n said, 
may be a Kids’ Garden Camp, although 
planning for that is in the preliminary 
stages. 

Garden Tours are available each month 
all year, Grif� n said, who encouraged 
those interested to check out the Nash 
County Arboretum Facebook page.  The 
gardens are open during daylight hours 
seven days a week, with bathroom facil-
ities available inside the Ag Center from 
8 to 5 on weekdays. 

Nash County Arboretum, a hidden gem in Nashville

Proud of our past.

At UNC Health Nash, being a “community hospital” is about so much more than the region we serve. 

It’s about neighbors serving neighbors. It’s about being at the heart of our community’s health and 

wellness. It’s about bringing the very best medical care to your doorstep. It’s about working together to 

make our community healthier today and tomorrow. Learn more at www.UNCHealthNash.org

Prepared for 
our future.
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If there’s something going on in 
Nashville, it’s a good bet that the 
Chamber of Commerce has some-
thing to do with it- and if its members 
aren’t putting it on, they’re sure to be 
behind the scenes somewhere vol-
unteering, helping 
make needed con-
nections, or sending 
people that way.

“The Chamber 
has a two-prong 
operation,” said Cliff 
Joyner, Chamber 
President for the 
past three years and 
an active member 
for fifteen years or so, once he didn’t 
have to work in the family grocery 
store. 

“We want to encourage local busi-
ness growth but also look to improv-
ing the quality of life in Nashville, 
making it a good place to live and 
work,” Joyner said.

There are currently about 110 
members in the Chamber, with mem-
bership open to private individuals as 
well as businesses.

Celebrating its 33rd annual meet-
ing in July at the Elks Lodge at Birch-
wood, the Chamber event easily drew 
about a hundred people or more to 
celebrate Business of the Year Faith 
Christian Ministries and a ‘Beyond 
the Call of Duty’ recognition of 
Nashville public works operation 
supervisor Chad Neville.

Among criteria used for selection 
of Business of the Year are that it is an 
active chamber member, has been in 
business at least five years, is grow-
ing, and encourages the growth and 
development of its associates, con-
tributing to the overall life improve-
ments in Nashville. 

Fall events coming up are the Fall 
Social September 26 at the Farmers’ 
Market, where members invite poten-
tial members.  In process are plans 
for a Candidates’ Meet and Greet at 
the new Parks and Rec building on 
Boddie Street, possibly in October, 
for members of the public to meet 
candidates for county commissioner, 
the Nash county schools’ board of 

education, State Senate and House. 
October 25th is the popular Down-

town Nashville’s Trick or Treat 
Street, put on by the town’s Parks 
and Rec Department but partnered by 
the Chamber, who helps to provide 
candy for merchants to hand out, 
prior to judging of the mind-boggling 
array of costumes in the Kids’ cos-
tume contest, open to children twelve 
and under. 

November 15th is the annual 
Brunswick Stew sale, whose pro-
ceeds fund the Trick or Treat and also 
contribute to prizes for the children’s 
Christmas parade.   Cooked up at the 
Methodist Church, over 300 quarts 
of stew were sold last year. They go 
on sale in September; contact any 
Chamber member for tickets.

Up next is the “It Pays To Shop 
Local” initiative, which starts the Sat-
urday after Thanksgiving and runs 
almost to Christmas.  Shoppers can 
email, text or drop off their receipts to 
enter in a December 20th drawing to 
be eligible to win a $500 cash prize.

“It encourages people to shop or do 
business with Chamber members,” 
Joyner said, adding a reminder that 
paying one’s Duke energy bill, for a 
subscription to the Nashville Graphic, 
and even paying insurance in town 
also count as eligible expenses for the 
drawing. If in doubt about what busi-
nesses qualify as Chamber members, 
call the Chamber.

Also lending encouragement to 
local spending is “Shop Small Sat-
urday,” held the Saturday following 
Thanksgiving, where two $100 gift 
certificates to a participating business 
of choice are awarded in a drawing.  
Each participating location will have 
a free registration box.

The Chamber, partnering with 
Nashville Parks and Rec, also puts 
on the annual Nashville’s Christmas 
Celebration and Children’s Bicycle 
Parade, which takes place downtown 
on Washington Street where children 
decorate their bikes, wagons and 
themselves prior to the Tree Light-
ing ceremony.  Four cash prizes, the 
largest $50, are given out for the best 
costumes. No mechanized vehicles 
are allowed and pre-registration is 
required.  There is a drawing for 
children to win new bicycles which 

are donated to the Chamber each 
year for that purpose.  Parks and Rec 
also offers family-friendly activities 
during the festivities. 

Recognition of some of the town’s 
best and brightest occurs in April, 
with the Distinguished Citizen and 
Junior Achievement awards con-
ferred during a designated evening.  

The biggest Chamber activity is 
May’s Blooming Festival, Nash-
ville’s signature event, that shuts 
down parts of downtown for a week-
end of carnival and street-packed 
vendor activity enhanced by live 
musical performances.  Held for 26 
years, the Blooming Festival draws 
thousands of participants on Moth-
er’s Day weekend, with many fami-
lies making it part of Mom’s special 
day.  There is also a “Blooming Fes-
tival Mother of the Year” selected to 
preside over the celebration and, of 
course, a colorful parade to highlight 
local schools, businesses and organi-
zations. 

The Chamber also awards four 
$500 scholarships to local high 
school students each year, with 
money raised from chamber mem-
bers who pay $125 their logos on the 
chamber website for a year.  Appli-
cations to apply for the scholarships 
can be found on the chamber website, 
nashvillechamber.org, with the appli-
cation deadline May 1.

Chamber hosts events tying businesses and community together
Nashville Chamber of Commerce grows with town

JOYNER

The chamber hosts a member-guest fall so-
cial in September. Pictured, Chamber President 
Cliff Joyner (left), member Koy Worrell (center), 
and Vice-president Scott Hale cook hotdogs for 
the event.  Graphic photo

The chamber’s signature event is the annual 
Blooming Festival which draws more than 30,000 
people to Nashville.  Graphic photo

The chamber, now partnering with Nashville 
Parks and Rec, has organized the town’s Christ-
mas Celebration and Children’s Bicycle Parade 
for more than 30 years. Graphic photo

Children can decorate 
bikes, wagons or themselves 
to participate in the Children’s 
Christmas parade. Prizes are 
giving to the most creative 
entries. Graphic photo
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The Nash Senior Center 
in Nashville is growing, 
both in number of partici-
pants and programs offered, 
with plans underway to add 
a building expansion.

Senior Center Supervi-
sors were hired both at “the 
Nash” in Nashville and at 
the Southern Nash Senior 
Center in Bailey this year, 
along with additional sup-
port staff members.  Wendy 
Perry is Senior Services 
Supervisor for the Family 
Caregiver Program, while 
Tamika Hill is Senior 
Services Coordinator for 
Home Delivered Meals & 
Transportation. Conner Lee 
is Senior Center Supervisor 
for the Nash. 

Average daily attendance 
at the Nash in July was 145, 
with Mondays the busiest 
day and an average of 189 
folks coming in, accord-
ing to Ashley Winstead, 
Senior Services Director.  
The center currently has 
National Accreditation rec-
ognition. 

Winstead said the Nash 
has weekly scheduled pro-
grams such as Step It Up, 
Tai-Chi, dance classes and 
Exercise to the Beat, along 
with weekly card games.  

On the monthly calendar 
are socials and billiard tour-
naments.

Exercise To The Beat, 
offered Mondays and 
Thursdays at High Impact 
and Tuesdays at Low 
Impact, is so popular that 
the number of participants 
have to be limited due to 
space constraints, as large 
balls and buckets used by 
drummers take up a fair 
amount of room. 

Two craft classes were 
offered at the start of the 
new quarter along with a 
new dance class in July, 
‘Dancing With Blanca,’ 
which featured instruction 

in Latin classes along with 
plenty of exercise.  Also 
in July was a watermelon 
social and mini-dance party 
along with the first Word 
Search Challenge, where 
participants raced the clock 
on intermediate and hard 
puzzles for a chance to win 
prizes and bragging rights. 

A quick check of the 
Nash’s September calen-
dar, posted on the Face-
book page, shows classes 
listed such as computer 
class, color club, Body 
Craze, Pinochle, Recipe 
Club, Basic Line Dancing, 
Advanced Line Dancing, 
Yoga, Zumba, Chair Vol-
leyball and Fabric Cross 
Wall Art, among many 
others. 

Winstead said all sched-
uled programs are listed in a 

center newsletter published 
quarterly and accessible 
through the Facebook page 
‘The NASH & The South-
ern Nash Senior Center,” 
with staff frequently adding 
new classes based on senior 
requests. 

We encourage partici-
pants to register for pro-

grams early as many fill up 
quickly and have waiting 
lists,” Winstead said. 

September is National 
Senior Center Month, Win-
stead said, so a Spirit week 
is planned from Sept. 23rd 
to 27th to celebrate.

Monday will be 70’s 
Day, Tuesday Team Day, 
Wednesday Twin Day, 
Thursday Tacky Day and 
Friday Spirit Day that 
week.

The Nash also offers 
home and community-
based services “to allow for 
older adults to remain inde-
pendently in their commu-
nity of choice,” Winstead 
said, with a reminder that 
Medicare Open Enrollment 
is October 15th-December 
7th.

“We encourage every-
one to sign-up for an 
appointment with a SHIIP 

counselor to review their 
prescription drug plans. 
You may be able to find 
a plan that saves you 
money,” Winstead said.  
Jamie Wilson is the SHIIP 
(Senior’s health Insurance 
Information Program) 
Counselor at the Nash.

A current need, Winstead 
said, is for additional vol-
unteers to deliver a hot day-
time meal to homebound 
older adults in the Nash-
ville, Red Oak and Casta-
lia communities.  Anyone 
interested in helping can 
call Tamika Hill, Senior 
Services Coordinator, at 
459-1367. 

The Senior Center is 
open Monday-Friday from 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m., with pro-
grams open to adults 60 and 
older. For more information 
or to ask questions, call The 
Nash at 459-7681.

Agent.

*North Carolina Farm Bureau ® Mutual Insurance Company
*Farm Bureau ® Insurance of North Carolina, Inc.
*Southern Farm Bureau ® Life Insurance Company, Jackson, MS

Mom.
Helper.
Friend.

(252) 459-3181
Tonja S. Philbeck
CLU®, LUTCF
Agency Manager

N
CS

VP
R4

42
49

Helping you is what we do best.

Programming, growth warrant plans for building expansion
Nash County Senior Center continues to grow

Members enjoy line dancing at the Nash 
County Senior Center in Nashville. Contributed 
photo

Northern Nash 
Football’s biggest 
fan, Roger Shearin, 
enjoys spending time 
at the Nash County 
Senior Center. 

Contributed photo

221 W. Washington Street, Nashville (across from courthouse)

Monday - Friday: 9AM–5PM ~ 252-459-7181
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It’s kind of like having a little bit of 

Broadway on West Washington Street.  
Nash Arts, otherwise known as the Nash 
County Arts Council, stuffs its stage with 
a stream of performers all year, always 
providing its patrons and the public 
something to look forward to.

“We choose our programming care-
fully, as we strive to offer something for 
everyone,” said Shelly Gray, Nash Arts 
Director.

“We are super excited about the lineup 
we have this season and are anticipating 
sold out shows that include Shelly Belly, 
Chairmen of the Board, Legacy Motown 
Revue, & The Malpass Brothers. I am 
also excited for this year’s A Christmas 
Carol, as we bring back the traditional 
version under the professional direction 
of local multidisciplinary performing and 
teaching artist, Daniel Seda,” Gray said.

Four shows in September, October and 
February make up the “Nashville Show-
case Series”, made up of nationally-
acclaimed acts.

The � rst, Glenn Wilson & Rory Stuart 
at 7 p.m. on Sept.20, fall under the Jazz 
category. Wilson, a baritone saxophon-
ist, referred to as “an unsung hero in 
modern jazz,” has worked with a string 
of A-listers including the Buddy Rich 
Band and Lionel Hampton Orchestra; 
Stewart, a New York-based jazz guitarist, 
was described by Jazz Times as “perhaps 
THE most innovative straight-ahead jazz 
guitarist to emerge in years.”  Admission 
is $15 for general and $10 for members.

The second, Comedy Show featur-
ing Michelle Rider (AKA Shelly Belly) 
at 7 p.m. on October 5, will be Shelly’s 

second appearance at Nash Arts, with her 
� rst in 2023 a sold-out success. Shelly’s 
comedy skits, released online on her 
social media platforms, earned her mil-
lions of views as she says “things we 
all think about and don’t want to say,” 
but Shelly will. She is one of the most 
sought-after female comedians in the 
U.S.  Admission is $25 general and $20 
for members.

The third show, Chairmen of the Board, 
at 7:30 p.m. October 18, has a thirty-year 
history of pleasing music lovers, includ-
ing their 1970 hit “Give Me Just A Little 
More Time.”  Members of the NC Music 
Hall of Fame, Chairmen of the Board are 
considered one of Soul Music’s all-time 
greats.  Led by original member Ken 
Knox and including members Thomas 
Hunter and Patrick McGuire, the group 
now includes six more musicians, with 
their music played during NFL Carolina 
Panthers home games.   Admission is $30 
general and $25 for members. A cash bar 
will be available for this event.

The fourth show in the Showcase 
series, the Malpass Brothers, will per-
form at 7:30 p.m. February 8.  A country 
music group, the Malpass Brothers made 
their Grand Ole Opry debut in 2018 and 
currently perform over 150 dates a year, 
including for international tours and fes-
tivals.  Admission is $30 general and $25 
for members. A cash bar will be avail-
able.

Several shows originally planned for 
August have been rescheduled, includ-
ing Shades of Harmony, to perform Sept. 
28, and Toler Music, now scheduled 
February 28.   Others coming up include 
‘Justanotherhuman,’ Oct. 10; ‘Curtis 
Joyner Music Group’ Oct. 24; ‘South-
ern Heart Gospel’ Oct. 27; ‘Toler Music’ 
Dec. 13; ‘The Legacy Motown Review’ 
Jan. 4; ‘Ashton Lalyn & The Verdict’ 
Janaury 10; ‘Feature Attraction Band’ 
Jan. 18, ‘Bill Lyerly & Friends’ Jan. 
30; ‘James Parker& The Electric Image 
Band’ March 8; the ‘Highway Ramblers’ 
April 5; and during the 2025 Blooming 
Festival, ‘The Phoebes’ May 8. 

In addition to shows and performances, 
Nash Arts also offers arts classes, includ-
ing monthly acrylic painting classes 

taught by Kim Valentine of Farms Arts, 
Elm City; Ballroom Dancing classes 
with Dan Seda; and monthly woodburn-
ing classes taught by Regina Pena of 
Youngsville.  

Future plans may include a summer 
art, drama and dance class for youth.

For information on current and future 
Nash Arts events, visit the ‘Nash County 
Arts Council’ facebook page, the tick-
etleap page nash-county-arts-council.
ticketleap.com, or � nd it listed under 
nashcountync.gov. 

Enrollment for Nash County Arts 
Council membership is open all year, 
Grey said; if interested in joining, call the 
of� ce or visiting our web or ticket site. 

Levels range from $35 for an indi-
vidual membership ($25 Artist or $30 
Senior Citizen) all the way to corporate 
at $1,075. (Sales tax is included in cost 
of memberships.) All members receive 
discounts on tickets and admissions to 
all events and classes, with the number 
of discounted tickets per event depend-
ing on the level, and higher levels receive 
complimentary tickets to events of choice 
or include season tickets.

Nash Arts brings a full plate of � avor to town

www.nashproduce.com

Proud to support our farmers  
and Nash County Agriculture!

Mr. Yam’s Sweet Potato Products

Live music is plentiful at Nash Arts featuring local, regional and na-
tional talent.  Contributed photo

Local theatre weaves the com-
munity together at Nash Arts. 

Contributed photo
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Lunch: Mon.-Fri. 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m.

Dinner: 4:30 - 9 p.m. daily  • Sunday 12 noon - 9 p.m.

GIFT CARDS 
AVAILABLE!

Lunch: Mon.-Fri. 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m.

Dinner: 4:30 - 9 p.m. daily  • Sunday 12 noon - 9 p.m.

Need we say more?

108 West Nashville Drive,
Nashville

252-462-2356

Something for the entire family! 

Brian Hutson 
Agent

221 S. Barnes St  •  PO Box 40  •  Nashville, NC
Office: 252-459-2613  Fax: 252-459-3208  Email: brian@hhins4u.com

Family Owned and Operated
1052 S. First Street • Nashville

252-459-0001
www.cornerstonefuneralhomeandcremations.com

Our staff is on call 24 hours a day, everyday

Taking the time to design your service is a loving act, and not 
a dif� cult one. We invite you to explore the seemingly in� nite 

number of ways to celebrate and honor a life.

Preneed • Cremations • Cremation Chapel  • Services for all Faiths • Custom Funerals
After Care Service • Christian Ministry Available • Preneed Contract Accepted • Banquet HallAfter Care Service • Christian Ministry Available • Preneed Contract Accepted • Banquet Hall

OWN THE BEST 
ON THE BLOCK

We stock and service consumer and commercial mowers.  
Visit us today for the best service & parts inventory in the area!

309 South Barnes Street • Nashville • 252-459-2713 • www.stricklandequip.com

23HP Kawasaki engine
IronForged deck – Foot lift assist

Smart Speed technology 
Step-through front end

Storage cubby and cup holder
Tooless belt cover

Handcrafted seat with arm rests
3 year / unlimited hour residential warranty

Toro 75750 
TimeCutter 5000

50” Zero Turn Mower

SALES & SERVICE YOU CAN COUNT ON!
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