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SPRING HOPE PUMPKIN 
FESTIVAL SCHEDULE

FOUNDED 
AND PRESENTED BY
Spring Hope Chamber 

of Commerce

8:45 a.m. - 9:45 a.m.. ...Pumpkin Recipe Contest / Town Hall
Noon ............................. Food vendors open for lunch and dinner
5-7 P.M. ........................Bubble Party
5-10 p.m. ......................Chamber Tent open with souvenir items/shirts
6-7  p.m. .......................Preston Wilder on stage
7-10 p.m. ...................... East Coast Rhythm & Blues Band

Parade begins at 
1 p.m. Saturday

Ginger Thompson Band  ~  October 7 • 4-7 p.m.

ZACH WYNNE
October 7 • 2-4 p.m.

PRESTON WILDER
October 6
6-7 p.m.

FRIDAY - OCTOBER 6, 2023

SATURDAY - OCTOBER 7, 2023
8 a.m. ............................Giant Pumpkin Weigh-in
9 a.m. ............................Craft Vendors and Food Trucks open
10 a.m - 1 p.m.. ............ The Monitors perform
10 a.m. - 1 p.m. ............Petting Zoo
11 a.m. ..........................Pumpkin Creation Contest for kids at Town Hall
1 p.m. ...........................PARADE
2-4 p.m. ........................ Zach Wynne performs
2-5 p.m. ........................ Train Rides
4-7 p.m. ........................Ginger Thompson Band
7:15 p.m. ...................... Fireworks at playground of 

Spring Hope Elementary School

~FIREWORKS - 7:15 p.m.~

East Coast Rhythm & Blues Band   ~  October 6  • 7-10 p.m.

THE MONITORS
October 7

10 a.m. - 1 p.m.



Fall Festivals, The Nashville Graphic, September 28, 2023, Page 3

Pumpkin Festival celebrates 50 years!

WRAL’s Gerald Owens will serve 
as Grand Marshal of the 2023 Spring 
Hope Pumpkin Festival Parade. 

Contributed photo

• Restorations
• Vinyl Siding and Windows
• NC Licensed and Insured

• Renovations
• Bathrooms and Kitchens
• Water and Termite Repairs
• Custom painting

Awe 
Home Repair

&  
Construction

(252) 478-7441

www.awehomerepair.com

Remodeling Specialist

100 Dodd Street
Spring Hope, NC
252-478-5412

www.boice-willis.com

The Spring Hope National Pumpkin 
Festival will celebrate its 50th Anniver-
sary this year. The event, as tradition, 
is organized and hosted by the Spring 
Hope Chamber of Commerce.

This year’s festival will take place in 
downtown Spring Hope on Friday, Oct. 
6 and Saturday, Oct. 7.

Festival organizers encourage people 
to enter their favorite pumpkin recipe 
in the annual Pumpkin Festival Recipe 
Contest. Baked goods may be dropped 
off at Town Hall Friday from 8:45 a.m. 
- 9:45 a.m. 

A Bubble Party will begin at 5 p.m. 
Friday night while the live music begins 
at 6 p.m. with Preston Wilder. The cus-
tomary street dance will feature the East 
Coast Rhythm and Blues Band perform-
ing from 7-10 p.m.

The festival opens at 9 a.m. Saturday 
morning with over 60 crafters and a vari-
ety of food trucks for lunch and dinner. 

The pumpkin weigh-in will begin at 
8 a.m. with pumpkins as large as 1,000 
pounds from North Carolina, Virginia, 

West Virginia, Tennessee and South 
Carolina.

Live entertainment begins at 10 a.m. 
Saturday morning with The Monitors 
who are widely known for recording 
with Motown during the mid 60s. They 
have performed with Ray Charles, Otis 
Redding and Roberta Flack during their 
career.

A petting zoo and pony rides will take 
place from 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. behind the 
Auction House on East Railroad Street.

The Wilson Tobs and Mudcats mas-
cots will be in downtown Saturday 
morning and will also be featured in the 
parade.

The children’s pumpkin decorating 
contest will be held at 11 a.m. in front of 
Spring Hope Town Hall.

The Spring Hope Pumpkin Festival 
Parade will begin promptly at 1 p.m. 
Saturday with WRAL’s Gerald Owens 
serving as Grand Marshal. Local veter-
ans will serve as honorary Grand Mar-
shals.

Live music cranks back up at 2 p.m. 

with Zach Wynne followed by The 
Ginger Thompson Band at 4 p.m. 

Train rides will run in downtown from 
2-5 p.m.

Fireworks will begin at 7:15 p.m. 
at the community park next to Spring 
Hope Elementary School. 

Festival organizer Karen White 
praised past organizers and volunteers 
for keeping the festival running for 50 
years, “Give all the credit to Spring 
Hope and its people for keeping such a 
great event  going so long,” she said.

White re� ected on the history of the 
festival, “In 1971 when Ralph Bass, a 
local businessman, and Elmo Tant, a 
local pumpkin farmer, decided to cel-
ebrate the harvest by holding a pump-
kin festival in downtown Spring Hope 
the population was most likely less than 
1,000 people,” she said, “I doubt anyone 
envisioned this event becoming one of 
the most popular attractions in southern 
Nash County 53 years later.”
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The official kick off of the Spring Hope Pumpkin Festival has traditionally 
been a pageant featuring many contestants vying for the crown of Little Miss 
Pumpkin Queen and Miss Pumpkin Queen. Due to unforeseen circumstances 
there was no 2023 pageant. However, the 2022 queens will reign over the 
2023 Pumpkin Festival since they were slighted their opportunity in 2022 
when a hurricane caused the event to be cancelled.

P.O. Box 758 209 S Barnes Street
Nashville. NC 27856
southernbank.com

AMY BEASLEY
VICE PRESIDENT
CITY EXECUTIVE
amy.beasley@southernbank.com
o: 252.459.2117   f: 252.459.4007
NMLS #756448

Cliff Joyner, 
CFP   , AAMS®

207 West Washington St
  Nashville, NC 27856

252-459-4134

Thanks for letting us be a part of this
incredible place, we’re proud to call home.

WE’RE PROUD TO BE A PART OF

THE COMMUNITY

www.edwardjones.com  Member SIPC

®

Spring Hope’s 2022 queens will reign over the this year’s festival. 

2022 Little Miss 
Pumpkin Queen 

Carter Grace Etheridge

2022 Miss Pumpkin 
Queen Chloe Scott 
50th Anniversary 

Miss Pumpkin Queen
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SPRING HOPE PUMPKIN FESTIVAL PARADE

For additional information on the Pumpkin Festival, call 
the Spring Hope Chamber of Commerce

252-478-1919
or visit www.visitspringhope.com

SATURDAY OCTOBER 7 • 1:00 PM

7881 Webbs Mill Road • PO Box 448 • Spring Hope, NC • (252) 478-5560
VERA WOOD ~ Funeral Director

2413 Nash Street NW • PO Box 1909 • Wilson, NC • (252) 243-3148
CHRISTOPHER TURNAGE ~ Funeral Service

Spring Hope Funeral Home
Spring Hope Memorial Gardens

Shingleton Funeral Home

 SUBSCRIBE
      TODAY!

One-Year
Nash County

The Nashville Graphic, 203 W. Washington St., Nashville, NC 27856
252-459-7101

Graphic
the Nashville

Nash County’s First Newspaper Since 1895$2900
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SERVING FOLKS IN NASH COUNTY FOR OVER 30 YEARS!

2 ROCKY MOUNT LOCATIONS
Visit our NEWEST store in NASHVILLE!

Fresh meat cut every day

Down Home. 
Down The Street.

pigglywiggly-central.com
Down Home, Down The Street

Fresh meat
cut every day.

2 Rocky Mount Locations

visit ouR newest stoRe in nashviLLe

Serving FolkS in naSh
County For over 30 yearS!

p i g g l y w i g g l y - c e n t r a l . c o m

Down Home, Down The Street

Fresh meat
cut every day.

2 Rocky Mount Locations

visit ouR newest stoRe in nashviLLe

Serving FolkS in naSh
County For over 30 yearS!

p i g g l y w i g g l y - c e n t r a l . c o m

Hours
Monday - Friday • 8 am - 5:30 pm

sat 8 am - 1 pm

COX AUTO SALVAGE
252-977-0005

7622 E Langley Rd • Elm City, NC

We Buy Junk Cars, You Bring or We Pickup,
 Scrap Metal & Appliances

We Buy Junk Cars, You Bring or We Pickup,We Buy Junk Cars, You Bring or We Pickup,

www.nashproduce.com

Surround Yourself With Comfort

GAS COMPANY, INC. 315 W. Ridge St., Rocky Mount 446-6188
“Your Hometown Propane Company for 71 Years”

Amber Glo - Vent Free Gas Logs

TM

T h e  U l t i m a t e  I n  R e a l i s m

www.superflamegas.com

This brand new generation gas log set gives the most 
realistic look yet. Beautiful natural flames dance and 
curl around the logs to mirror nature’s unique design.

Huge Selection 
Garden Flags

&  Sassafras Mats

M-F 10-5:30 • SAT 10-4 • 227 W. WASHINGTON ST., NASHVILLE  • 252-459-2083

Subscribe 
Today!

252-459-7101

50th Annual 
Spring Hope 

Pumpkin Festival
Bands, Food, Crafts 
Pumpkin Contest, Parade & More!

Spring Hope Chamber of Commerce

OCTOBER 6-7, 2023

16th Annual
Eastern Carolina
BBQ Throw Down

Entertainment,  Kids Activities & More!

Downtown Rocky Mount
Helen P. Gay Historic Train Station

OCTOBER 13-14, 2023

City of Rocky Mount

Serving Eastern North Carolina For Over 47 Years!

Every Day Made Better®

Enhancing your life is what defines 
Hot Spring Spas. With unparalleled 

massage, easy water care, and 
energy-saving features, you can relax 

and see the world in a whole new light.

Visit your Hot Spring  
Spa Dealer at...

1610 Sunset Ave, Rocky Mount
252-446-7946

Downtown Spring Hope

Friday, October 13, 2023
5:00pm-9:00pm ............  BBQ Kick Off Party – Kids Zone, 

Beer Garden & Food Vendors

7:00pm-9:30pm ............  On Stage: THE TAMS

Saturday, October 14, 2023
Food & Commercial Vendors, Rocky Mount Public Utilities 
Exhibit Area, Kids Zone, Live Music, Beer Garden

On Stage:
11:00am-12:30pm ........Denver Nixon
1:00pm-2:30pm ............  Chris Hagan
3:00-4:30pm .................  Push Play

FRIDAY - OCTOBER 6, 2023 
5-7 P.M. ........................Bubble Party
6-7 p.m. ........................Preston Wilder on stage
7-10 p.m. ...................... East Coast Rhythm & Blues Band

SATURDAY - OCTOBER 7, 2023 
8 a.m. ............................Pumpkin Weigh-in
9 a.m. ............................Crafters and Food Trucks open
10 a.m. .......................... The Monitors perform
10 a.m. - 1 p.m. ............Petting Zoo and Pony Rides
11 a.m. ..........................Pumpkin Decorating for kids
1 p.m. ...........................PARADE
2-4 p.m. ........................ Zach Wynne performs
2-5 p.m. ........................ Train Rides
4-7 p.m. ........................Ginger Thompson Band
7:15 p.m. ...................... Fireworks at playground of 

Spring Hope Elementary School

~FIREWORKS - 7:15 p.m.~

3022 Sunset Ave, Rocky Mount • 252-446-9383
Mon-Fri 9:30-5:00 • Sat 9:30-4:00

TowelTowNhome decor & more

Santa’s been busy delivering all sorts of holiday surprises to our store.
Check by soon!  You’ll be delighted at the awesome selection.

Merry Christmas To All . . . 
     And To All A Good Gift.

3022 Sunset Ave, Rocky Mount • 252-446-9383

Santa’s been busy delivering all sorts of 

Merry Christmas To All . . . Merry Christmas To All . . . Merry Christmas To All . . . 
     And To All A Good Gift.
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Richardson 
Funeral Home

Est. 1918

607 South Main St • Louisburg, NC
(919) 496-4731 • Fax (919) 496-2393

RichardsonFuneralHomeInc.com

Directors
Geraldine C. Richardson 
Herbert C. Richardson 
Stacy A. Richardson 

Tabatha D. Richardson
Cyrus Richardson

Family Owned and Operated
1052 S. First Street • Nashville

252-459-0001
www.cornerstonefuneralhomeandcremations.com

Our staff is on call 24 hours a day, everyday

Taking the time to design your service is a loving act, and not 
a dif� cult one. We invite you to explore the seemingly in� nite 

number of ways to celebrate and honor a life.

Preneed • Cremations • Cremation Chapel  • Services for all Faiths • Custom Funerals
After Care Service • Christian Ministry Available • Preneed Contract Accepted • Banquet HallAfter Care Service • Christian Ministry Available • Preneed Contract Accepted • Banquet Hall

Hunter-Odom
F u n e r a l  S e r v i c e S

“Where Sympathy Expresses Itself  
Through Sincere Service”

ETHEL L. TAYLOR 
Vice President/Mortician

121 S. Fairview Road • Rocky Mount, NC 27801
PO Box 1239 • Rocky Mount, NC 27802

(252) 977-3122 • Cell: (252) 903-3928 • Fax: (252) 977-2580
Email: hofs01@yahoo.com 

www.hunterodomfuneralservices.com

Four Wheel 
Alignment

from
Mini to
Duallies

283 W. Raleigh Blvd. 
Rocky Mount, NC

Ronald 
  SykeS

252-442-4457

An Everlasting MemoryAn Everlasting MemoryAn Everlasting Memory
Monument Company Monument Company Monument Company Monument Company Monument Company Monument Company LLCLLCLLC

Monuments • Grave Markers • Mausoleums
Inscriptions • Pet Memorials

Michelle Viverette-Strickland
www.aneverlastingmemory.net 

~ Locally Family Owned and Operated ~

1036 N. Winstead Ave  |  Rocky Mount   |  252-937-7399

Spring Hope Pumpkin Festival 
October 6-7

Annual Eastern Carolina 
 BBQ Throwdown 

October 13-14 
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16th Annual
Eastern Carolina
BBQ Throw Down

Entertainment,  Kids Activities & More!

Downtown Rocky Mount
Helen P. Gay Historic Train Station

OCTOBER 13-14, 2023

Friday, October 13, 2023
5:00pm-9:00pm ............  BBQ Kick Off Party – Kids Zone, 

Beer Garden & Food Vendors

7:00pm-9:30pm ............  On Stage: THE TAMS

Saturday, October 14, 2023
Food & Commercial Vendors, Rocky Mount Public Utilities 
Exhibit Area, Kids Zone, Live Music, Beer Garden

On Stage:
11:00am-12:30pm ........Denver Nixon
1:00pm-2:30pm ............  Chris Hagan
3:00-4:30pm .................  Push Play

Make plans to attend the Eastern Car-
olina BBQ Throwdown October 13-14 
on the lawn of the Helen P. Gay Rocky 
Mount Historic Train Station at 101, 
Coastline Street in downtown Rocky 
Mount.

At least 25 pitmasters will prepare 
their tastiest barbecue to impress a 
panel of judges in hopes of winning 
the coveted Grand Championship. The 
Eastern Carolina BBQ Throwdown is 
sanctioned by the Kansas City Barbe-
cue Society. The competition features 
a total of $20,000 in cash prizes in four 
categories: chicken, pork ribs, pork and 
beef brisket. Those attending the event 

will be able to help choose the People’s 
Choice winner.

There will also be live music, includ-
ing a Friday night concert by The Tams. 
In addition to food vendors and a beer 
garden, there will be a kids zone - plus 
a chance to win $100 off your Rocky 
Mount Public Utilities bill.

The Eastern Carolina Barbecue 
Throwdown is hosted by the city of 
Rocky Mount. Sponsors include North 
Carolina Wesleyan University and PNC 
Bank.

For more information visit www.
downtownrockymount.com

2023 Eastern Carolina BBQ Throwdown comes to downtown Rocky 
Mount on Oct. 13-14. Graphic � le photo

BBQ Throwdown set 
for October 13-14

Eastern BBQ Throwdown will be held at the 
Helen P. Gay Rocky Mount Historic Train Station 

 SUBSCRIBE
      TODAY!

One-Year
Nash County

The Nashville Graphic, 203 W. Washington St., Nashville, NC 27856
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16th Annual
Eastern Carolina
BBQ Throw Down

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 13
7-9 P.M.

The TAMS to perform at BBQ Throwdown

The TAMS have been entertaining and 
thrilling audiences for over 50 years.

Known for such hits as “Be Young, 
Be Foolish, Be Happy”, “What Kind 
of Fool”, “I’ve Been Hurt” and “Untie 
Me #12 on the R&B Charts”, The Tams 
have had several Gold Records, and one 
Platinum Single. 

“What Kind of Fool” hit #9 on the 
Billboard charts, and #6 on the R&B 
charts. “Hey Girl Don’t Bother Me” hit 
#1 in the UK in 1971. While “Be Young, 
Be Foolish” only hit #26 on the Top 40, 

the single sold over 1,000,000 copies, 
sending it to Platinum status. In 1986, 
“Ain’t Nothin Like Shaggin’ “ hit #6 
in UK Billboard charts, before being 
banned due to the UK’s definition of 
“shag”. 

Though their style of music has histor-
ically been referred to as Beach Music 
which they have had many Beach Music 
hits, it can be also classified as a mixture 
of Smooth Soul, and R&B.  Their show 
is fun, fresh and exciting and appeals to 
audiences of all ages and musical tastes.

Push Play offers a variety of music from 70s to current rock, pop, soul, R&B, 
country and current Top 40 hits. The band will perform on Saturday, Oct. 14 from 
3-4:30 p.m.

Born into a musical family in Eastern 
North Carolina, Chris started out young 
and was destined for a life of music. 
Playing in bands and backing solo art-
ist all up and down the east coast until it 
was time to break out on his own. Years 
of broken relationships, traveling and 
playing have made him a seasoned mu-
sician and singer with plenty of stories to 
tell and write about.

Now fronting his own Pop/Rock band, 
Chris Hagan is steadily growing a repu-
tation for his live shows, packed with 
hard hitting songs, and energetic stage 
presence making each show better than 
the last.

PUSH PLAY BAND
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14 • 3:00 -4:30 p.m.

CHRIS HAGAN
SATURDAY

OCTOBER 14 
1:00 -2:30 p.m.

DENVER NIXON
SATURDAY

OCTOBER 14
11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
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OH NO!
Is that really happening?

Read the public notices in our newspaper 
or on our website to learn more about:
Government meetings, bids & contracts

Foreclosures

Unclaimed property

School Board issues

Elections/Polling places, initiative petitions

Tax assessments/proposals
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A 

Cu
t Above the Rest

metro-maintenance.com
NC Licenses #12358-P, H-2, H-3, Class 1 Electrical 16474-L252-977-2730

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

HEATING & COOLING,
PLUMBING AND ELECTRICAL

One stop for all of your  
maintenance needs -  

commercial or residential!
Since
1986

Highway 301 North,
Rocky Mount • 446-3262

Visit us @ www.western-sizzlin.com

Meals include the biggest baked potato in town or 
french fries. And when you dine in...complimentary 

Bakery Bar and Dessert Bar.

SUNDAY • #1 Sirloin
Reg $10.49 ......................................................   

$949

MONDAY • #1 Sirloin
Reg $10.49 .......................................................  

$949

TUESDAY • #3 Sirloin Tips
Reg $8.49 ...........................................................  

$749

WEDNESDAY • #14 Chopped Sirloin
Reg $8.99 ...........................................................  

$749

THURSDAY • #3 Sirloin Tips
Reg $8.49 ...........................................................  

$749

OUR DAILY SPECIALS!

Welcome to Nash couNty!
50th Annual

Pumpkin
Festival
October 6 & 7

16th Annual

Eastern Carolina
BBQ Throw Down

October 13 & 14

GREAT FOOD YOU CAN COUNT ON!

FRIDAY
SPECIAL

$1259

SATURDAY
SPECIAL

#5 Super Top Sirloin
Regularly $11.99

#9 Super Top Sirloin
Regularly $13.99

$1099
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